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EVENTS CALENDAR

2019
Aug.  4‐9  Blue  Knights  Internatonal  Conven on  ‐  Rye 

Brook,  NY  Hosted  by  Bronx  NY  II  h ps://
sites.google.com/view/bkny2conven on/home

Sept. 7 Back The Blue Motorcycle Ride 2019 ‐ S. Padre Is, 
TX ‐ *AM ‐ S. Padre Is. Conven on Center ‐ See RGC 
Facebook Events Page

Oct.  31  The  Robert  Ruiz  Annual  Cemetary  Ride  to  the 
Lone Star Rally 2019  ‐ Buc‐ee's 4080 East Freeway, 
Baytown, TX ‐ KSU 9:00am‐"ish" ‐ Hosted by TX VII

2020
Jan. 25 2020 Ice Cold Fried Chicken Ride ‐ Houston, TX to 

Woodville, TX ‐ 9:15AM ‐ Hosted by TX VII ‐ See RGC 
Facebook Events Page

2020 Blue KNights RGC Conference ‐ Denton, TX ‐ Hosted 
by TX XXVII

If there are events you'd like to see listed here please 
send details to rgcnews@outlook.com.      Pub.
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From the RGC Chaplain

DDear Fellow Knights, because of  needing to be at home during the period of  RGC in Tyler, I was unable 
to attend the conference.  As you are well aware, my chapter, Texas IV, suffered an accidental death on 9 
May.  Raul Granby was killed while traveling to RGC.  His wife, Sue, was badly injured in the crash and is 

still recovering.  By the time you read this, Raul's funeral will have been held.  My remaining at home allowed me to 
minister to Raul's wife and family.

I kept in touch with Chapter IV's members at RGC.  They told me of  the daily concern you all showed them.  I 
want all of  you to know how much we all appreciate your thoughtfulness, kindness and generosity. While I am 
hardly surprised; nevertheless, I wanted to express my gratitude to each of  you that reached out to Sue, their 
immediate family and the Blue Family that knew and loved Raul so much.  He was one of  a kind. 

Your response to this tragedy is a clear demonstration of  what it means to be a part of  this wonderful organization. 
Time will help to heal the pain and emptiness.  Raul will never be forgotten, even though he now rides with Heaven 
One.  Your being who you are cannot be overstated.  May God bless each and every one of  you, my brothers and 
sisters.

Ride with Pride,
Paul Worley

RGC Chaplain

BLUE KNIGHTS PLEDGE

"As a Blue Knight,

I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote 

motorcycling and motorcycle safety by being an 

example of  the safe use, operation and enjoyment 

of  motorcycles. I will work at all times to 

improve the relationship between the 

motorcycling law enforcement community and 

the general public. The fraternal spirit will always 

guide me in relating to other Blue Knights."
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From the RGC Newsle er Editor

TTHE RGC NEWSLETTER IS CHANGING!!! At the RGC conference in Tyler, last month, the Board 
made several requests for changes to the RGC Newsletter, including the following::

• The Board has renamed my position from Newsletter Editor to Newsletter Publisher [I'm still the Editor, too]. 
I am not the content creator, I only assemble the pieces you send to me, and I try to make it look nice.

• They directed me to publish the Newsletter biannually [July & January]. Issues will cover events since the prior 
issue and promote events for the next cycle; this is in addition to articles of  general interest;

• Future deadlines for submissions will be 1-month prior to publication. January 2020 deadline will be December 
1, 2019, and July 2020 deadline will be June 1, 2020;

• The Board asks that all articles, including Chapter submissions, be relevant to the RGC as a whole. Photos and 
stories mainly of  interest to a specific chapter [RTEs, Xmas party, etc.] should be presented in a separate space, 
such as the Chapter's social media pages. Announcements of  charity events and major local events and stories 
should continue to be submitted.

We encourage more participation from membership in contributing to the Newsletter. Blue Knights is a diverse 
group with shared interests, including our Law Enforcement careers [Federal, State, Local, and Military], other 
expertise [Honorary members], and Motorcycling. You have experiences and opinions on these subjects to share, 
some are creative and can share stories, jokes, photographs, drawings, and other works, and some have information 
to share on bikes, gear, music, RTE destinations, travel, etc... Additionally, I'd like to see a "letters to the editor" 
column, and "regular contributors" columns - let me know if  you are interested in a regular column of  your own!  

Please help make the Newsletter a success. Contribute early and contribute often! As the Publisher, I ask that 
submissions not repeat photos and stories recently posted on the RGC Facebook page; many who read the 
Newsletter also visit the Facebook page, and the information would be redundant.

I attended my first RGC Conference last month. It was nice to meet so many who regularly contribute, and others 
who I read about in this Newsletter. I appreciate the Board helping with my registration fee as the Newsletter 
Publisher; in exchange, I was able to help with RGC Quartermaster Adam Holden’s sales table, and conducted  
Newsletter business. International candidates were present, as were several members from other Conferences.

I attended the Chapter 
President’s meeting – not 
everyone knows that they can sit 
in the back of  the room to 
watch the meeting, even if  not 
participating. At RGC Chairman 
Anthony Cabrera’s request, I 
briefly addressed the group. I 
asked about how many 
attending read or have their 
Chapter contribute to the 
Newsletter regularly – the 
response was not overwhelming. 
Presidents, please use your 
Facebook and web pages, and 
regular meetings to spread the word when a new issue is available, and to encourage submissions. Some noted that 
the Newsletter should better reach younger members with content to interest them – keep this in mind when 
considering how you can contribute. Younger members, what would you like to see here and how can you help 
make it happen? 
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I was surprised and thrilled to learn that Sheriff  J.B. 
Smith, Smith County Sheriff  from 1976 to 2012, would 
be giving the keynote address at the banquet. I've known 
Sheriff  Smith as a family friend since the 1990's, but I 
had never heard him make a presentation. Always 
professional, personable, and with a terrific sense of  
humor, J.B. embodies the spirit of  the Texas Lawman - 
one would never mistake him for anything else. I 
expected to hear him talk about one or more of  his 
cases, his career, or a motivational speech; any of  which 
would have been interesting. Instead, he  took off  his 
suit coat, put on his vest and cowboy hat, and 
immediately stole the night with the funniest jokes and 
stories, mixed with just enough wisdom and advice, to 
make the event most memorable [rolling on the floor 
memorable!]. You can read more about Sheriff  Smith 
and see a short video of  his presentation at https://
www.sheriffjbsmith.com/.

Following the banquet, Butch Fulton’s [President TX XXXIV Tyler] band Country 911 performed. They really 
impressed! Check them out on youtube.com by searching “Butch Fulton”. Speaking of  TX XXXIV, they were 
terrific Conference hosts.

While the Conference was a lot of  fun, the loss of  Raul Granby, TX IV [San Antonio], and serious injuries to his 
wife while enroute to the Conference, tied us together with sorrow. The outpouring of  support for Texas IV from 
throughout the RGC was demonstrated during the Banquet as donations were called in through attending Chapter 
representatives. Our hearts go out to TX IV.

Next year's Conference will be in Denton, will not conflict with Mother's Day, and is sure to be worth attending!

Sincerely,
Steven "The Joker" Epstein
RGC Newsletter Publisher

Sheriff J.B. Smith, Smith County Sheriff 19762012

"FARKLES"

AA lady had been married to her husband for 6 years and had 6 children. Unexpectedly her husband died. 
After a while she remarried again and had 5 more children. Her husband once again passes away. She 
remarries again and has 6 more children. Once again her husband dies. By this time the lady was getting up 

in her old age and she died. The priest that had married her each time was conducting the gravesite services.

He said: Finally, together again...

An onlooker approached the priest and asked: Excuse me Father, but which one of  her husbands are you referring 
to?

The priest replied: I'm talking about her legs not her husbands.

Submitted By:
George Terrazas, TX XLII Chaplain
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Dennis Zborek AR V 2006

Robert W. Black AR VI 2006

Ben Cash TX XIV 2007

Paul S. Habelt TX XXVIII 2007

Robert (Ted) Hargis TX VII 2007

David Camben TX XVI 2007

Wm (Allen) Comeau TX III 2008

Feldon J. Cranfill TX XXXIII 2008

Frank H. Creath TX XXXIV 2008

Leroy R. Rodriguez TX XII 2008

Gary B. Sco TX XI 2008

Raymond Ross TX XXXIX 2008

Ken Sims TX XXXI 2008

Andrea L. Smith TX XXXIII 2008

Jeffrey H. Wyers TX XXXI 2008

Arthur L. Guy TX XXI 2009

Thomas Adams TX XIV 2009

Daniel High TX XVII 2009

Robert L. Ellio TX XXXI 2009

Diana L. Bowers TX IV 2009

Donald E. Moore TX XXXI 2009

Bob Murphy TX I 2009

Frank Oneal TX XXIII 2009

James W. Childress TX XLI 2010

James “Red” York TX XXVIII 2010

Bobby McQuary TX XLIII 2010

James Parmley TX XXI 2010

Cloratho Reamy TX XXI 2010

Andrew Rameas TX XVI 2010

James "Red" York TX XXVIII 2010

Roger Stout TX XVI 2011

Frankie Sco TX VI 2011

Ronnie England TX X 2011

Marvin "Marty"  TX XXXI 2011

     Ermis, Jr.

Robert Elkin TX VII 2011

Gerald Hineline TX XI 2011

Leslie Ferguson TX XXXIV 2012

Leland Riggs TX XXI 2012

Ray Bylar TX XII 2012

Jaime Padron TX XXXV 2012

Joe Landers AR III 2012

William Rider TX XXXIV 2012

Doug Whitaker TX XX 2012

Gene Nelson TX VI 1988

Joe W. Stewart TX VI 1988

Ronald G Giese TX VII 1991

Ronald J. Douglas TX III 1992

Robert V. Bradford TX VI 1995

Donald B. Longone TX IV 1995

Kirt B. Watkins TX VIII 1995

Robert L. Gray TX VIII 1996

Chris A. Whi ngton TX VII 1996

Jack R Beckham TX IX 1997

Kenneth Hal ill TX IV 1999

Robert A Madrid TX III 1999

Boyce D. Hart TX IX 2000

Rick L. Riggs AR III 2000

Randy Sellars AR II 2000

Bill W. Sportsman TX VIII 2000

Ralph David Lynn, Jr. TX VII 2001

Francis A. Meeks AR VI 2001

Daniel E. Phillips TX III 2001

David D. Barne TX VII 2002

Denny M. Long TX XVII 2002

Dan H. Moser TX XXI 2002

David R. Smith TX VII 2002

Albert R. Jones TX III 2003

Edward (Eddy) C. TX XVII 2003

     Miller

James G. Obrien TX XVI 2003

Don Underwood TX I 2004

William C. Farrell TX I 2005

J. D. Johnson TX XVII 2005

James Rainbolt AR I 2005

Lloyd A. Rogers TX I 2005

William L. Shively TX XXVI 2005

William Tucker TX X 2005

Sandra Lane TX XXXI 2006

Billy McKinney TX I 2006

IN MEMORY OF RGC HEAVEN I TRANSFERS
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Alfred Penland TX VI 2012

Randy Thiem TX XXXIV 2012

Keith Corbin TX I 2013

Mark Gilliam TX VII 2013

James Judd TX XXIII 2013

Jimmy Rudd TX XXIII 2013

Daniel Spinks, Sr.  TX XXVII 2013

Tim Shearer TX XVIII 2013

Tomas Fleming AR V 2013

Bobby Mooney AR VI 2013

Del Raney TX III 2013

John Westbrook TX XLIII 2013

Billy M. Farrell TX XXI 2014

Doug P. Lacombe TX XXXI 2014

David Glenn TX XVII 2014

Walter Buster TX III 2014

     Hummel

Wayland Dixon TX XVI 2014

Stephen Karpuleon TX XXIII 2014

Freddy Thrash TX II 2014

David Brown TX XVIII 2014

Walter Thompson TX XXXIX 2014

William (Bill) Thorn TX XI 2015

John O. Lara TX II 2015

John C. Thomas TX VIII 2015

Walter Fox TX III 2015

Thomas Joe Burton TX XX 2015

Wayne Brown TX IV 2015

Jeffrey Berry TX XIII 2015

Tim Hammond TX XLVI 2015

Jose Hernandez, Jr.  TX XLII 2015

IN MEMORY OF RGC HEAVEN I 
TRANSFERS [CONT.]

David Wilson TX XXXVIII 2015

Roy Lindsay TX I 2015

James P. Hurley TX I 2015

Bernardo Perez TX XV 2015

Richard Amon TX XX 2016

Dick Erwin TX XXI 2016

Sergio A. Amar TX II 2016

M. Stan Corbi TX XVI 2016

Monte C. Grimes TX XXI 2016

Ramon Menchaca TX XII 2016

Robert Dennis TX VII 2016

Michael Campbell TX XXXV 2017

Michaer Robert TX IV 2017

     Maloy

Monty Dale Pla TX X 2017

Chester Hornowski AR V 2017

Jeffrey Osterhout TX XIV 2017

Julian Garza, Jr. TX IV 2017

Gary W. Brooks TX V 2018

W.R. "Butch" TX VII 2018

     Blackmon

George M. Herbert TX XI 2018

Thomas Trautman TX XIII 2018

Rick Caillet TX XLVI 2018

Don L. Manley TX XVII 2018

Charles Wright, Sr.  TX XX 2018

Clyde Morgan TX XXI 2018

Patrick Walsh TX XXI 2019

Raul Granby TX IV 2019

Patrick Walsh TX XXI 2019
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AR I BENTON AR

AR II HARRISON AR

AR III LOWELL AR

AR IV PINE BLUFF AR

AR V MOUNTAIN HOME AR

AR VI HEBER SPRINGS AR

TX I HURST TX

TX II MCALLEN TX

TX IV SAN ANTONIO TX

TX V DUNCANVILLE TX

TX VI ANGLETON TX

TX VII LAPORTE TX

TX VIII COMMERCE TX

TX IX RANSOM CANYON TX

TX X AMARILLO TX

TX XI WACO TX

TX XII HELOTES TX

TX XIII AUSTIN TX

TX XIV CORPUS CHRISTI TX

TX XV LAREDO TX

TX XVI BELTON TX

TX XVII MIDLAND TX

TX XVIII SHERMAN TX

TX XIX ORANGE TX

TX XX WICHITA FALLS TX

TX XXI WAXAHACHIE TX

TX XXII LUFKIN

TX XXIII BRADY TX

TX XXV SCHERTZ TX

TX XXVI BIG SPRING TX

TX XXVII LAKE DALLAS TX

TX XXVIII ATHENS TX

TX XXIX TEXARKANA TX

TX XXX SALADO TX

TX XXXI GALVESTON TX

TX XXXIV TYLER TX

TX XXXV SAN ANGELO TX

TX XXXVI CORPUS CHRISTI TX

TX XXXVIII PLANO TX

TX XXXIX MESQUITE TX

TX XL BAY CITY TX

TX XLI GRANDBURY

TX XLII BROWNSVILLE TX

TX XLIII CORSICANA TX

TX XLV FRISCO TX

TX XLVI ROWLETT TX

TX XLVII SHINER TX

TX XLVIII CUERO TX

TX XLIX KINGSLAND TX

RGC CHAPTERS

[per International Website]

Chapter e-mail addresses are in the form of  [ST]+[NUM]@blueknights.org. E.g., ARII can be reached at 
AR2@blueknights.org.

This list is based on the International website list, except TX XII Helotes [per RGC Chairman]. Please contact 
International if  the information is incorrect or missing. Please let me know if  you find typographical errors. - 
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TEXAS I ‐ Hurst

GGreetings brothers and sisters of  the RGC.  We hope everyone is doing well and 
getting in some good riding so far this spring and summer.  As I write this article, 
I am confirming and finalizing my plans to go to the International Convention in 

New York in August.  So far, I have my plans to get there with overnight stops and the 
actual convention confirmed but no specific plans on my return trip adventure.

Texas #1 has had some great rides so far this year with food, sights and friends.  To keep 
this short, I won’t detail all that we have done but I’d be remiss if  I didn’t thank Texas #34 for hosting a great RGC 
get together in Tyler (even though it was rainy).  Just to let you know some of  our future plans, we are planning a 
trip to Abilene, TX for lunch and a “3-D” museum and a Labor Day weekend ride to “the geographic center of  the 
48 contiguous U.S.”  During this trip we will also stop for a photo op at the “Largest Ball of  Twine” in Kansas.  Of  
course there is a lot more in the works but no dates set yet.  Feel free to watch our ride calendar on our website and 
join us if  you like!

Please consider helping us with our fund-raiser event (attached) to support C.O.P.S..  The instructions are pretty 
clear and easy and you can do rides to these locations on your own or with your chapter.  We are planning group 
rides in different dir-ections on various week-ends to obtain our photo locations.  Anyway, take a look [last page].

Also, September 21, we are hosting a Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show in Bedford, TX at the Texas Harley-
Davidson Dealer-ship at Hwy. 183/121 and Central Dr.  We would like to see everyone here view, visit and/or 
compete!  It should be an interesting event, from my past experiences with car shows.  See the other flyer [above] 
for reference and details.

Have a safe and happy Summer.  Ride Safe, Ride Smart and Ride With Pride!

Gene Fuqua
BKTX#1
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MMembers of  Blue Knights TX XXXV on 6 May 2019 assist with and supported 
the local TXDOT with their motorcycle safety awareness message “Look Twice 
for Motorcycles”, during Motorcycle Safety month.

TEXAS XXXV ‐ San Angelo

2019 Jaime Padron Memorial Ironbutt Run was completed Saturday 8 Jun 2019. 10 riders completed the grueling 
1050 miles run in less then 24hrs.   Blue Knights TX XIII and TX XXXV members completed the run in 16hrs 

11mins beating the previous record of  
16hrs 29mins held by Caveman Cruisers.   
Shout out to Blue Knights TX XIII and 
the Caveman Cruisers out of  Midland for 
your continued support.

Bryan Bylsma
Past President 2012-2018



‐10‐

TThose of  us who ride the cruiser style motorcycles have an abundance of  options 
nowadays. If  you prefer the Asian style bikes; Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki and 
Suzuki have great options. For the European fans; BMW, Ducati, and Triumph also 

make fantastic machines. If  you’re like me, you prefer the loud, thumping, rumbling, 
American cruiser over all else. When someone mentions an American bike, the first thing 
that comes to mind is the “king of  the road”, as American as baseball and buffet nights at 
the strip club, good ol’ Harley Davidson. For those of  you that ride Harley’s, I promise this 
will not be an assassination piece on the character of  one of  this country’s most loved 
brands. What it will be is a window into the alternative. A look into “The tribe”

In March of  last year I decided to become a grown up and graduate from the sport style bike (crotch rocket) to 
what the younger bikers call a “land barge”; a big, heavy, loud, American cruiser. I had convinced my wife that it 
was better option for comfort and safety (she didn’t buy my sales pitch, but played along nonetheless; I got a good 
one folks). So, cruiser shopping we went. My first stop was a Harley “Mega Center” here in Dallas. I won’t mention 
what store it was but, I will say it was overwhelming. They were packed, wall to wall with people, and there was 
some type of  promotion going on with a local FM rock station.  Apparently, despite the fact that I had sat on 
several bikes in the upper price range for Harley and made at least two attempts to flag down a salesperson, my 6’2, 
260lb frame wasn’t large enough to garner any attention. On top of  that, I couldn’t help feeling that all the bikes 
looked the same, they just had different color schemes. As I walked out into the parking lot, I noted that even the 
customer owned bikes were all very similar. Same frames, accessories, helmets and so on. I like to go against the 
grain just a bit and I couldn’t shake the feeling that Harley was not the right fit for me. So, I opened up the ol’ 
Google box and searched for American motorcycle companies, other than Harley. I got three hits in that search, 
ironically one of  them was Harley Davidson (apparently “Harley Davidson” qualifies as a brand other than Harley?) 
and the other two were Victory Motorcycle and Indian Motorcycle. I began looking at Victory bikes and really liked 
the look, man were they slick. Problem was, I couldn’t seem to find a dealership in the area or a motorcycle newer 
than 2016. I quickly learned this difficulty was because Victory was no more. I pulled up Indian Motorcycle 
Company and began swiping through the bike models. Within 15 minutes I was standing in the dealership.  

TEXAS XLVI ‐ Rowle

"Joining 'The Tribe'"

https://www.indianmotorcycle.com/enus/
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Indian began in 1897 in Middletown Connecticut, sold its first motorcycle in 1902 and introduced the first V-twin 
motorcycle engine in 1907, making it the first American motorcycle manufacturer (Sylvester Roper of  
Massachusetts built the very first motorcycle prototype in 1869 making the Roper invention the first true American 
motorcycle). Although the company has gone through many changes over the decades, it was acquired by Polaris 
Industries in 2011 and has been gaining market share in the double digits each year since. Polaris shuttered its 

Victory Motorcycle 
brand to focus on 
making Indian a true 
competitor to the 
American cruiser market 
and they have succeeded. 
What drew me to the 
company is that the 
Indians have a very 
unique look and are 
easily discernable from 
other brands. Currently, 
Indian makes six bikes in 
multiple styles: The FTR 
1200, a flat track racer 
style bike equipped with 
the necessary items to 
make it street legal. The 
Scout, an entry level 
offering available in 

Scout 60 (999 cc) and the Scout Bobber (1,133 cc), a throwback to the military styled bikes of  WWII, the Chief, a 
full size cruiser sitting on a 111ci motor, the Springfield, a classic looking bagger with detachable windshield and 
saddlebags, the Chieftain, a luxury bagger with a fairing and, finally, the Roadmaster, a fully dressed bagger with all 
the “bells and whistles”. 

My first Indian was the Chief  Darkhorse. This bike was beautiful. Everywhere I went people would stop and ask 
me about it. It was flat black all the way around. However, I made the mistake most husbands make when shopping 
for motorcycles with their wives, I didn’t push the limit far enough. I had already convinced her on a price-point 
and had painted myself  into a corner, if  you will. I really wanted a fairing so I could go on the longer rides 
comfortably. Last month, after a year of  whining and promises to cut back on gun purchases, she finally let me 
trade up to the Chieftain. I can tell you, this is the nicest bike I have ever owned and Indian has earned my loyalty. I 
purchased the Chieftain Limited Darkhorse in flat bronze (Bronze smoke, as Indian calls it) last month, just before 
the RGC conference. It looks like a brand new penny without all the shine. This bike does it all. Has three different 
ride modes, one for normal riding, one for sport riding and one for the highway. It comes with an excellent speaker 
system, large touchscreen, GPS, electronic locking bags, real time tire pressure monitoring and Fox brand shocks 
for the smoothest of  ride. When I first joined the BKTX 46 chapter, I was the only Indian rider, now there are 
three of  us. If  you’re in the market for a new bike, you would be doing yourself  a disservice if  you didn’t give 
Indian a look. Come join “The Tribe”.

By: Adam “Shrek” Holden
TX 46 Director, RGC Quartermaster

"Donkey"












