G

reeting
RGC!
Spring time is here
and for many of
you, like myself, we never
stopped riding! For those
chapters to the north, I hope
the weather has taken a turn
for the best and allowed you
to get on your iron horses to
go out and enjoy the fresh
air. I trust that this article
finds you and your family in good health and in great spirits.
The last several months have been especially difficult for my family
and me due to my father-in-law’s severe health condition. I have been
detached and isolated from the organization due to family priorities.
Nonetheless, I have taken time to contact chapters whenever possible
to see how everyone is doing. So far, so good. Many of you have
changed leadership roles and I understand it; many chapters have lost
and gained members. But that goes without saying for every renewal.
If you have not yet turned in your renewals, you are a little behind
the power curve. Please submit your renewals as soon as possible.
There are several events on the horizon. Starting this year, the fallen
officer memorial ride in Austin, Texas will be every year. For those
of you that would like to attend, the dress code is black jeans and
your white long sleeve shirt. I would imagine that the link up spot
will be the same as it has been in years past. Texas 13 will be the goto chapter for this event. Barring any issues, the RGC will help
support the breakfast that morning. Following that event is the
conference, also hosted by Texas 13, in San Marcos, Texas. If you
have not yet made your reservations or submitted your registration, I

suggest you do that most rickety tick.
As many of you know, the Texas license plates with the Blue Knights
logo has been around since November. As of this article, only 130
registrations have been listed to get the plates. If you haven’t done so
already, please help us reach this goal that so many wanted. It is a
great way to display your sense of pride in this organization. We are
one of a very select few states that have ability to display the logo of
our beloved organization every day. You will need to download
TXDot Form VTR 415 and select the Blue Knights category.
This is an election year for the RGC. It has been an honor to serve as
Chairman of this great Conference. Through my position, I have met
many great friends and have found a deeper appreciation for what our
organization is about. I look forward to your support to continue to
do right by your chapters and I will continue to help the Conference
grow and prosper in the coming years. My wife and I thank you in
advance for the trust you have bestowed upon me to speak on your
behalf on every level.
May the skies be clear and the sunshine bright, may your ride be
pleasant and enjoyable as life itself. God bless and Ride With Pride!
Tony Cabrera
RGC Chairman

As a Blue Knight, I pledge to act with
honor and pride to promote motorcycling
and motorcycle safety by being an
example of the safe use, operation and
enjoyment of motorcycles. I will work at
all times to improve the relationship
between the motorcycling law
enforcement community and the general
public. The fraternal spirit will always
guide me in relating to other Blue
Knights.

W

e are now looking forward to the 2018 RGC in San
Marcos in May hosted by Texas XIII, Austin, Texas. Be
sure to make your hotel reservations and sign up for the

Conference.
The RGC funds look good. Copies of
our annual financial report will be
available at the Rio Grande Conference.
I have submitted the RGC’s IRS form
990 N e postcard for 2017. It is that
time of year when we need to file our
990 N e postcard with the IRS. The
form
is
located
at
https://www.irs.gov/charities-nonprofits/annual-electronic-notice-form990-n-for-small-organizations-faqs-howto-file, scroll down about ½ a page and
you will see the link to the Form 990 N.
It is quick and easy to complete. You have until May 15, 2018 to
complete it, but you could do it now and get it out of the way.
My understanding is that there is no penalty for late filing, but miss 3
years and you lose your nonprofit (501 C 10) status. If you lose it, you
can get it back but there is a lot of paperwork and it is costly.
Be sure to look for our sales table at the RGC. I’m sure there will be
shirts, blankets, patches and coins.
My daughter is graduating from Texas Tech in May this year. Her
commencement ceremony is the same weekend of the RGC. I can’t
miss her commencement ceremony, so I will not be able to attend the
RGC this year.
I have enjoyed being the RGC Treasurer these past two (2) years. It is
not a hard job but one that needs to be done. I wanted to do
something within the RGC because I really enjoy the Blue Knights and
wanted to give back to the organization in some way. Again, I can’t
attend this year’s RGC but we will be voting for the Executive
positions again this year. I would like to continue being your Treasurer
and ask for your vote.
Hope to see everyone on the road soon.
Ride with Pride
Rick Caillet
Rio Grande Conference
Treasurer

I

hope you enjoyed last quarter's first installment of "Throw
Mama from the Bridge" by Scott "Shrug" Wilson. The next
chapter is found in this issue. I really like publishing stories like
this in the Newsletter, and I hope more of you will be encouraged to
contribute.
I posted last year about Glen Heggstad's,
"One More Day Everywhere" book, after
I'd met him at the International
Motorcycle Show; that was an amazing
read. This year I met adventure motorcylist
and writer Rene Cormier and I've started
reading his book, "The University of
Gravel Roads: Global Lessons From a
Four-Year Motorcycle Adventure". It's
good read, so far. Even if you are not an
"adventure" cyclist, the stories and lessons
learned are interesting.

My Chapter's President has been posting on our Facebook page links
to the MCrider.com videos on YouTube. They have a channel with a
series of motorcycling safety videos - there is a wealth of safe riding
information in these videos. Navigate to youtube.com and search for
"mcrider". You can subscribe to the channel to be notified when new
videos are posted.
Have a safe Spring and Ride with Pride, Y'all.
Steven Epstein
RGC Newsletter Editor
rgcnews@outlook.com

Any omissions are unintended. Names in
blue do not appear on Intl. Heaven I
Memorial. Chapter Presidents should
contact Intl. to confirm eligibility so
these names can remain listed here.

M

ost of us remember
many of the lessons our
Field Training Officers
taught us. They seem to follow us
through life and have helped us and
kept us safe countless times. As a
Rookie we were overwhelmed by all
the new things going on inside the
Squad. A seasoned FTO knew this,
and had the sense to diminish some
of our anxiety by not letting us drive
until he saw us starting to calm
down and settle in. In addition to
working the radio, siren and helping
with directions one of your first
Harry "Tink" Beil
critical duties was to act as a second
set of eyes to alert him of dangers. Visually clearing an intersection
was one of these duties. On code-3 calls you quickly figured out that
the intersections were where you were most at risk of wrecking out.
The FTO’s first show of trust in you was to allow you to clear the
intersection to the right. This meant he was watching the drivers side,
left, and you were watching the right. If your side was safe of
oncoming vehicles, you would yell “clear right”.
In my previous articles we discussed that 75% of all motorcycle
accidents occur because of a collision with another vehicle. 50% of
these accidents occur at traffic intersections. Let’s look at this more
closely:
1.
Opposing driver pulling left in front of, and directly into the
patch of the motorcycle (most common);
2.
Right-on-red violations - vehicles approaching from your right
fail to stop or fail to yield and pulls out into your path.
Reasons Why:
1.
Smaller motorcycle may be perceived to be farther away;
2.
Opposing driver sees you but misjudges your distance and
speed;
3.
At night, your single headlight gets blended in with the vehicle
behind you and that vehicle has its turn signal on;
4.
Last, and most interesting is some new studies indicating that
that due to conditioning in traffic, drivers only see what they
perceive to be a greater threat. This is very interesting stuff and
I plan on doing an entire article about it later. This means that
they see you, but on a subconscious level ignore what their brain
is telling them because you are less of a threat than a larger
vehicle. This often explains why you see the person looking
If you have events you'd like listed, please
directly at you, but they still pull out in front of you.
send details to rgcnews@outlook.com

An article by John Sandberg, was recently published in the Harley Owners Group (HOG) magazine #044, 2018. It
is a study sponsored by The Motorcycle Safety Foundation and conducted by Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute that addresses the reasons we crash. They did something that I don’t believe any one has taken to such an
extent before. They took 100 riders, ages from 21-79, put 5 cameras, and an array of data recording sensors on each
bike. They drove them over 350,000 miles and had hard evidence as to how, when, and why the riders became
involved in accident or near accident incidents. While a lot of the data was predictable such as uncontrolled
intersections, turns, aggressive driving, one of the conclusions not previously focused on was “[w]e are inattentive
and crash into the back of other vehicles far too frequently”. This is very important, because we know from other
studies that “[c]ollisions with other vehicles remains the number one reason for motorcycle accidents. We also
know that we’ve previously been told that other vehicles turning into our path was the number one reason this
occurred. In the VTTI study they determined that you are almost twice as likely to run into the back of another
vehicle than to have one cross into your path; normally due to overly aggressive driving.
Your FTO took great pride in training you. He knew that the better job he did, the safer he, you, and the public
would be. He told you that if you wrecked out on the way to a call you wouldn’t be able to help anyone. He showed
you how to stay calm under stressful situations and calm your aggression because it blocked your ability to think
and make reasonable decisions.
You took great pride in the fact that he trusted you enough with his safety and those vehicles around you to make
the call as to how to proceed through that very, very dangerous intersection. Do what he trained you to do,
approach all intersections with alert and caution, reduce speed, maintain 360 degree awareness, actively scan for
approaching traffic and vehicles making sudden lane changes, increase your cushion space by keeping in the center
lane whenever available, keep your turn signal canceled when not intending to turn.
You’re sure you see no dangers, proceeding through is safe? Everyone is depending on what you do next! “Clear
right”!
Harry Beil
RGC Safety Officer
TX-XXXIX / Dallas Police Retired

Chapter e-mail addresses are in the form of
[ST]+[NUM]@blueknights.org. E.g., ARII can be reached
at AR2@blueknights.org.
Please let me know if you find errors.

- Editor

O

n Saturday, February 17, 2008, BK Chapters XII and XXV participated in a Chili
Cook Off which was sponsored by Caliente Harley Davidson of San Antonio,
Texas. Twelve different motorcycle clubs competed in the event which resulted in

a good day by all the participants
and public members who got to
taste many shares of chili.
International President DJ Alvarez
and RGC Chairman Tony Cabrera
showed up to provide their support.
Congratulations go to Chapter 12
members Marvin Cannon and
Ruben Ramon who won the Second
Place Trophy in the “Judges”
category and they also won the First
Place Trophy in the “People’s
Choice” category. There was some
mighty good chili that day!!
Tony Guerrero
President
TXBK XII
www.blueknightstx12.org

T

he Chapter welcomed new members Charles Woska and Michael Lance Hall who
both transferred in due to relocations. We welcomed back Boyd Brock and we
added new members Rey Martinez, Jason Duvall, and Special Honorary member
and Chaplain, Richard "Rick" Grimm. We now have 45 active members and hope to
continue growing. Teddy Mike Jones retired in January; we all wish him the best and hope to
see a lot more of him on the road! As usual, there are several new bikes in the club stables,
and they all look great. The BK license plates arrived and they really look terrific installed.

Rick "Tin Man" Caillet, our President, demonstrated some new options for emergency tire repair, including new
plug kits, and portable pumps, and he gave a kit as a drawing prize. We agreed that the best protection was to only
ride with "Tin Man" since he's got the gear and the know-how. The Chapter is preparing for 2nd ride to Big Bend in
April; thanks to Jeff "Coyote" Welch for coordinating and planning this one.
The New Year began with some icy roads and put a damper on the holiday, but it
wasn't long before the Chapter was riding again. Below is a sampling of the rides
we made:
On January 20 Pat "Cannon" Hannon led
12 bikes and 17 people to Doe Belly's
Catfish in Kaufman. That was some terrific
catfish! We made a pilgrimage to Buc-ee's on
the way home. If you've never made a "pitstop" at a Buc-ee's, it's worth "holding it"
for the few extra miles!
On January 24 we rode to Bluebird Cafe in
Wills Point. Along the route members saw a
Bald Eagle AND a herd of Camels!
On January 29 members rode to Joe's German Rest. in Sulphur Springs.

On February 3 several members rode to the International Motorcycle Show at the Dallas Convention Center. There
are a lot of new bikes worth seeing, this year, but the show felt smaller. A Show Executive told me there were fewer
large vendors but more small vendors than in prior years. Yamaha was conspicuously absent, which was
disappointing considering their new line-up of touring bikes. The new Honda Goldwing was available to be drooled
on for us metric bikers, and Harley, Indian, and many other manufacturers were showing off some incredible
technology.
On February 13, members of TX XLVI represented Blue
Knights by displaying colors along the funeral procession for
fallen Richardson Police Officer David Sherrard, who was
murdered in the line of duty on February 7, 2018. I am certain
that many other BK LE MC members attended the funeral and
procession.

On March 3 we returned to Big Slicks in
Westminster for really great burgers, and to the
Motorcycle Outpost to have some patches sewn
onto our vests. These are a couple of our regular
venues.
On March 8 several bikes rode to Ben Wheeler and Moore's Store for terrific food and great roads.
On March 9, the weather was perfect and we rode through
Westminster into Anna along some of the best twisties in
the area, to JB Legacy BBQ, some of the finest BBQ in
the area! On the way, we stopped to visit a member who
had just been through some serious medical treatment; we
are happy to report that he looks strong and is in good
spirits.
President Rick "Tin Man" Caillet's daughter is graduating
college during the week of the RGC, and who's gonna
miss watching their little girl walk across that stage? "Tin
Man" is also the RGC Treasurer. He has arranged with
Chapter Vice-President Michael "Ghost" Jones to
represent the Chapter as proxy during the Conference.
Have a great Spring, and Ride with Pride!
Steven "The Joker" Epstein
Secretary, BKTX XLVI, Rowlett, TX

T

he route out of Denver started out to be an amazing ride. After a hearty breakfast of 5 Hour Energy and
some beef jerky, I decided to take Hwy 40 across the mountains toward Salt Lake City. The passage across
Park City took me to about 9,800 feet and was breathtaking. There were plenty of passing lanes on the
ascent, so the ride was fast and fun. The descent was too
picturesque that speed wasn’t a concern and it was over all too soon.
I made my way out of Colorado into Utah crossing what appeared
to be a desert mountain range. Even at 85mph, the distant
mountains slowly crept by while the desert tundra next to the
highway raced by in a blur. I was thankful for my iPod and satellite
radio. I can’t imagine crossing these passages without audio
distractions.

Someone told me that Utah was the orange cone capitol of
America. They were right. I crossed stretches of road where miles
and miles would be coned off restricting traffic access to one lane. As if that wasn’t annoying enough, there
appeared to be no work being done, nor was the road damaged in any way. It was a perfectly clear lane, blocked
from all traffic. I was in a long line of cars stuck behind some clueless tourist pulling a rental camper when I
noticed headlights in my left rearview mirror. A long line
of bikers streamed past me in the construction lane as if
there were no cones and the lane itself was reserved
especially for them. I decided their reservation had my
name on it too and joined them. In no time, we had passed
the lead car and left them in our rearview mirrors. The
large group of bikes broke apart into several smaller groups
of two or three. In no time, I was alone again on the open
road with mom and my thoughts.
If Utah is the orange cone capitol of America, the state of
Idaho must be competing for the dubious honor. I’m told
there are some beautiful places in Idaho. I’ll take that for
granted, but I never saw any of them. Idaho was flat,
boring, and seemingly entirely under construction. I spent the last four hours of a fifteen hour ride with the setting
sun in my face behind a windshield splattered with bugs that made the sun scatter blinding light across the
windscreen. I was squinting from the sunlight, my butt was burning from hours in the saddle, and every joint was
stiff and aching. It occurred to me that at that particular moment,
this was not fun. But, I make it a point to not complain about the
things I tolerate. This was my choice. It had purpose. I rode on.
My hotel had a Jacuzzi, so I relaxed in it for a few minutes fighting
the urge to sleep. Once back in my room, I think I was asleep
before my head hit the pillow.

[See Part 1 in the Winter 2018 Issue of the RGC Newsletter.]

