H

owdy RGC! With the summer months about to end, some
of you might still have a month or two of good riding
weather left. As for myself and the southern Texas
chapters, we ride year round!
If you are taking your
children to school on your
iron horse, please make sure
they are protected; they are
our most precious treasure.
Over the last several months,
work has allowed me to travel
to parts of the state that I
wouldn’t otherwise due to
time restrictions. I have been
able to meet with several more chapters including on my most recent
trip to Fort Hood, Texas where I spent time with Texas 16 members.
I am glad to see that our chapters are doing well and for those that
still continue to struggle, please reach out to the Vice President and
the State Reps to see how we can boost your numbers. We have
received a few applications, from both Texas and Arkansas, from
people that qualified to be members of our organization and are too
far to join a chapter so they have become members at large.

As the fall season moves in, there are still
several rides out there that can be had. For
starters, November 11 is the Texas Honor
Ride to San Antonio that Texas 31 always
puts together in coordination with Texas 7.
In regards to the RGC website, we are still
in search for a dedicated Webmaster but the
Facebook page is booming. If you have
ideas on what else can be done or simply
want to chat, please feel free to reach out to
Now, many of you have sent me messages or even called me
me anytime day or night.
regarding the Texas Blue Knights license plates. With the help of a
few chapters as well as a few individual donors, the money needed As always, it has been a true pleasure to
was raised and the plates are in production! They will be available serve as your RGC Chairman and I hope to
potentially any day now. Please continue to check on the Texas DMV continue in the future. Take care and
specialty plate website so that you can place your order! They will be RIDE WITH PRIDE!
available for any piece of equipment that utilizes a plate (car, truck,
Tony Cabrera
RGC Chairman
motorcycle, RV, boat trailer, etc).
[Cont. Next Column]

H

ere in North Texas our chapter hasn’t been riding much.
We have had a lot of unseasonable rain and when not
raining it is very humid, making for not very pleasant riding.
Most of our riding has been early morning breakfast rides.
The RGC funds look good. If any
RGC chapter Treasurer needs any help
with record keeping, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I have a couple
of forms that I have created to help my
chapter’s Treasurer and one to help me
keep up with the RGC financial
records, either can be completed on a
computer or printed and completed by
hand. If you have any other concerns
or questions, Treasurer related, I’ll be
glad of help where I can.
If you would rather visit on the phone, email your phone number with
a brief description of your question(s) and I will gladly call you.
Hope to see everyone on the road soon. Ride with Pride
Rick Caillet
Rio Grande Conference
Treasurer
Corporate email – tx46@blueknights.org
Personal email – rcaillet@sbcglobal.net

I

hope all of you and your families
are
enjoying
your
summer
vacations. I ask for a prayer for all
officers that have passed away. I want to
take this time to say Thank you to Tony
Morin and all the members and family
of Texas 12 for hosting this years Rio
Grande Conference this past May in San
Antonio, Texas. If you have never
attended a conference, I urge you to
attend. There are no strangers, just
friends we haven't met. I hope these hot
days haven't stopped you from riding, stay hydrated. Good luck to all
the chapters that are busy trying to raise money for organizations. As
always brothers and sisters Ride With Pride and always watch your 6.
Jose 'Joker' Torres
Rio Grande Conference Secretary

H

ello Blue Knights. In my last article I went over the actual
numbers involving Motorcycles involved in Accidents. In
it we learned that 75% of all Motorcycle accident involves
another vehicle. These other vehicles are generally at fault. This
leaves the remaining 25% as Single Vehicle Accidents. Of this 25%
we know that 2/3 of the time; the accident is caused by Rider Error.
So, that means that about 17% of all Motorcycle accidents are the
fault of the Motorcycle Operator. Of all Riders at fault Motorcycle
accidents the main causes of Rider Error are Slide Out, Over Braking,
and Running wide on a Curve. Curves seem to be the main Culprit.

Harry "Tink" Beil

This made me look into the actual
Physics of a Motorcycle in a
Curve, and this made me
understand why there are so few
Physicists! The Momentum of an
Object is equal to the Mass of the
Object times the Velocity of the
Object (p=mv). Momentum is
Mass in Motion. Momentum is
pulling your bike in the direction
of the bike vector, not the
direction you have the wheel
turned. You feel this as your make
your Curve by the bike being
pulled to the outside of the Curve.
This is where our "Rider Errors"
make us part of that 17%.

So, what mistakes are we making and how far back do we need to go
to avoid this? First, the mistake made most often is to NOT RIDE A
FLUENT LINE. Do you pick multiple points on the Curve as you
approach them? First One, Passed... Next One, Passed, Again... and
you made it through that Curve. This is what is known as "Fixating
on an Object", and "Dividing the Curve". You are dividing up the
Curve into many smaller Curves.
It just seems so unnatural to look where you want to go when you
know the bike is not yet facing that direction. Often because you're
not looking through the Curve, you then start your corner too early
rather than look through the entire Curve, and you pick shorter
distances ahead rather than look through the entire Curve. This then
diminishes your reaction time. This is when you pull in the clutch and
hit the brake, and become part of the 17%. So, let's go over what to
do, and what not to do:

A bike MUST lean in order to maintain balance in a turn.
The higher the speed or smaller the turn radius, the more
lean is required. This Lean is usually produced by a
momentary steering in the opposite direction called
"Counter Steering". Counter steering skill is usually
acquired by Motor Learning and executed by Procedural
Memory rather than by Conscious Thought. In other
words, the Physics exists, but there's no time in a Curve
to do the Math. In a Moment, the Momentum can take
you if you haven't taken the time to Think, Look, and
Practice.
Like I said in my first Article, avoid the "Motorcycle
Euphoria", Plan, Practice and Pay Attention especially in
Curves. Don't get caught up in the Moment-um! Ride
Safe Brothers and Sisters.
Harry Beil
RGC Safety Officer
TX-XXXIX / Dallas Police Retired

T

his has been a challenging year, to say the least. We've lost
loved ones, dealt with illness, and Hurricane Harvey has
devestated much of the Texas Gulf Coast, and beyond. We
hope that all members and their loved ones are safe. The bikes and
homes can be replaced, but our brothers and sisters cannot. Many
experts say that routine and a return to normalcy help us recover
from such tradegy. With this in mind, the publication of the
Newsletter continues - hopefully it will bring some distraction to our
Members dealing with life changing events.
During the week of September 25, I attended the ASIS International
63rd Annual Seminar and Exhibits in Dallas. I was lucky it was in my
home area, and they offered not only free Expo-only access passes,
but also free Law Enforcement-Only passes for Wednesday and
Thursday. These passes did not include the specialized sessions for
Certifications offered through ASIS, but did include access to many
great speakers and short training sessions on exciting new
technologies in the Security industry [about $900.00 in value]. For
Law Enforcement professionals wanting familiarity with the
technologies available, the Expo was invaluable - for every technology
that has a positive impact, there are those looking to exploit the
weaknesses of that technology. The Law Enforcement need-to-know
is clear. There were robots with LIDR systems, technology to detect
Drones, surveillance cameras and recording systems, and so much
more. For anyone looking to get into the private security sector after
retirement, this was the place to be. I met industry leaders from all
over the world, and saw the coolest tech. While you may have
attended ASIS Law Enforcement appreciation BBQs and events in
your area, this one took over the entire Convention Center, and
attracted the worlds premier contractors.
One of the more interesting seminars I attended was "Situational
Awareness Matters", a brief introduction to a program that, "focuses
on some of the most pervasive situational awareness barriers first
responders will face while operating in stress-filled, dynamicallychanging environments". It made me think of how the conditions
discussed can apply to operating motorcycles.
I know it gets old hearing it, but I really need you, the Membership, to
contribute to this Newsletter. While I can certainly just cut-and-paste
from Facebook, that information is already available. I know you all
have some great stories - whether about a ride you made, a part you
reviewed, or a bike you built, please share it with the rest of the
Conference through this channel.
Meanwhile - Ride With Pride, y'all
Steven Epstein
RGC Newsletter Editor

"As a Blue Knight, I pledge to act with
honor and pride to promote motorcycling
and motorcycle safety by being an example
of the safe use, operation and enjoyment
of motorcycles. I will work at all times to
improve the relationship between the
motorcycling law enforcement community
and the general public. The fraternal spirit
will always guide me in relating to other
Blue Knights."

Chapter e-mail addresses are in the form of
[ST]+[NUM]@blueknights.org. E.g., ARII can be reached
at AR2@blueknights.org.
Please let me know if you find errors.

- Editor

O

n June 24th, 2017, Blue Knights Texas XXVII (27) held its first Knight’s Ride for Hallie’s Heroes. The
ride was held at American Eagle Harley-Davidson dealership, who provided the much-needed support to
assist us in raising awareness about Hallie’s Heroes and this awful disease. A huge thank you goes out to
Willie, BT, and Lisa for always supporting us in everything we do in our community.
Hallie Bea is a local girl
that has a rare blood
cancer, and when she was
starting her foundation
she met some Officers
from the Fort Worth PD
and
they
connected
immediately.
She was
sworn in June 2016 as a
junior Police Officer with
the Fort Worth PD, and
she is normally in
uniform when you see her
out and about.
Hallie’s
Heroes
was
founded to inspire as
many people as possible
to register as bone
marrow donors on the National Bone Marrow Registry, and to support research for a cure for Diamond Blackfan
Anemia (DBA). Hallie’s Heroes is committed to raising awareness, funds for research, partnering with Delete Blood
Cancer and our community to sponsor and coordinate bone marrow drives, and to emotionally and financially
support other DBA families.
DBA is bone marrow failure. Hallie’s bone marrow doesn’t produce red blood cells, which are essential for survival,
as they carry oxygen throughout the body to the organs and brain. DBA is rare. Less than 800 children are
diagnosed with DBA in the United
States. Right now, the only “cure” for
DBA is a bone marrow transplant, but
Hallie Bea does not yet have a match.
Hallie’s brother and sister are perfect
matches for each other, but not to
Hallie. She is currently taking steroids
to survive, but once she becomes
steroid resistant (which will happen
someday), she will need blood
transfusions every 3 weeks to survive.
DBA is usually diagnosed at birth.
When Hallie was first born her parents
knew there was something wrong, but
doctors just thought they were nervous

first-time parents. Their worries were pushed aside. But, she wasn’t gaining weight fast enough; a common cold
seemed to linger for a month; she was colicky and cranky and couldn’t sleep. Little did they know this was because
she wasn’t getting enough oxygen.
A red blood cell count for a healthy person falls between 11 and 15. When you start feeling sick, and are tired, it’s
because your blood cell count has dropped a bit. When you hit a level 9 it’s “concerning” … a level 7, and you need
a blood transfusion… anything less, and your organs can start shutting down.
At Hallie’s 12-month well-baby checkup they tested her for anemia and it came back positive. After a weeks’ worth
of various blood tests, they were told to head to the emergency room. A team of hematologists were waiting for
them. When they arrived, Hallie’s red blood cell count was a 4. Most children (even most adults) would be
completely lethargic at this point. But, Hallie is a fighter. She was up and running around. The doctors had never
seen anything like that.
After a few weeks at a children’s hospital in Virginia where they lived, the doctors finally told them that she might
have DBA.
There are only 4 hospitals in the entire U.S. who
have specialists trained to treat children with DBA
– Boston, Dallas, California and New York. They
were flying to Boston regularly and working with
their Virginia-based Hematologists trying to get
the best treatment for Hallie. They soon realized
the ONLY option we had was to move to a state
that had specialists for Hallie. So, we left our
family, our friends, our church, and our house and
moved to Texas 5 years ago. I was 7 months
pregnant with our son. Hallie Bea was not quite 2
years old.
Moving to Texas was the best thing Hallie’s health has improved 100%. But she is on steroids, and potentially
borrowed time. Hallie is now healthy enough to attend school. She is a Girl Scout, and she is very active. Once
Hallie is dependent solely on blood transfusions she will even more desperately need a bone marrow transplant. But
again, she still doesn’t have a match. In February of 2015 four (4!!) DBA patients passed away.
We need to find a real cure. But, since so few children are diagnosed with this, DBA research does not get funding.
Families and friends of DBA patients raise money themselves to fund the research.
Hallie’s Heroes was born in July of 2015. Using Hallie’s strength and courage as the example. Hallie’s Heroes is not
just try to save Hallie, but also the 14,000-other people who are desperately waiting to find their matches as well.
Hallie’s Heroes’ mission is to raise money to fund research to find a cure for DBA, to educate and advocate, and to
host bone marrow drives to find matches for all patients. Since the birth of Hallie’s Heroes, they have swabbed
almost 4,000 people and found 30 matches for different children across the world.
On our day, we were able to get nine people swabbed and raised approx. $100.00. Hallie’s Heroes has a face book
page where you can follow her progress and the other fund raisers going on. Also, you can make a donation to
Hallie’s Heroes or get additional information on how to combat this blood disease.
[Photos Credit: Cassidy "HUH" Smith]
Bruce "BUS" Smith
President

Feb - Transfer to Heaven One Board & Original Charter Member Member Michael Campbell lost fight with
cancer and was transferred to Heave 1. Chapters represented are TX XXXV, TX XVII & TX XXVI.

Apr 2 - Jaime Padron Ironbutt Run raised $2400.00 $800.00 donated to Colorado COPS, South Texas COPS and
Padron Scholarship respectively. Chapters represented are TX XXXV & TX XIII.

Apr 16 - Chapter donated, cooked and sold pulled
pork sandwiches and raised $435.00 for the
Lakeview Little League.

Apr 22 - Road to Abilene Texas to support the Boss Memorial Run. Cold morning but worth it for the cause.
Chapter was presented a plaque for most Club members attending.

Jun 3 - Kennedy Memorial Car
Show. Raised $1700.00 for the
South Texas COPS.
Brian "Pee Paw" Bylsma
President

T

exas XLVI welcomes our newest member, Buddy Lane [and Rhonda] who
transferred from Georgia VI where he was a past President. In addition to new
members, There are some new steeds in the Rowlett stables:

On July 11 some of the group rode to 4T's BBQ in Forney - this was another of several
rides to this top-rated Texas BBQ shack.
On July 13 members rode to The Shed Cafe in Edom.
On July 15 some members rode to
a
favorite
destination
in
Westminster to have lunch at Big
Slicks and shop at The Motorcycle
Outpost.
On July 29 we rode to Lumber
Yard BBQ in Edgewood. We also
visited a member's new home in
Forney, where they have a log
cabin and some great land and out
buildings.
On August 10 we again
rode to 4T's BBQ in
Forney, and after lunch we
went to Ham's Orchard
for peach ice cream.
On August 17, at our
monthly
meeting,
President Rick "Tin Man"
Caillet presented "Big
Frank" Rocka with his
"Sgt at Arms" patch.
On August 18 several members
returned to the Lumber Yard
Cafe for breakfast.
On August 26 we returns to
Westminster with "Cannon" leading the way.
On September 2, "Star Geezer" led a ride from breakfast at
Dalrock Diner to Paris HD for the Demo Rides. It remains to
be seen who bought what!
I'm sure we've missed a few events, but this list just goes to
show how active our members are. With the holidays
approaching, expect to run into us at more area charity events.
In the meanwhile, Ride With Pride, Ya'll!
Steven "The Joker" Epstein
Secretary, BKTX XLVI, Rowlett, TX

